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Happy New Year!
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BY JOHN MARSH
As we move on to a new year, we need to reflect back on all the
club’s accomplishments and the terrific job our board members
have done. We owe the 2008 board a world of gratitude and a
heartfelt THANK YOU for their hard work and dedication.
We have assurance and comfort that this success will continue
because our new electives bring a wealth of experience and dedication with a goal to provide AZ SACC club members worthwhile
and enjoyable activities with our solid Axle Corvettes. We THANK
them for their generosity in volunteering their time!
The 2009 AZ SACC board members are pictures left to right:
Garry Mion:
Vice President
John Randolph: President
Patty Sarraillon: Secretary
Gary Lee:
Treasurer
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As your new president, I would first like to extend my thanks and gratitude to the 2008 board.
In particular my predecessor, Steve Neel, and Bob Sarraillon, our treasurer, who are stepping
down from the board. The Arizona Chapter has accomplished a lot in its first four years all as
a result of the tireless efforts of its dedicated board. I am truly fortunate to have been associated with such a hard working group. I would like to welcome our new vice president, Garry
Mion, who has been a long time contributor to the chapter, and our new Treasurer, Gary Lee.
If you did not attend the hardtop tech session and holiday party in December, you really
missed out on a fabulous weekend. Matt and Larry from Glassworks put on a marathon hardtop session, taking the component parts of Steve Schwab’s 1961 hardtop and completing the
assembly of the finished hardtop before 5:00 PM that afternoon. I was impressed by many of
the “trade secrets” that Matt and Larry shared with our members. Special thanks to Steve
and Laurie Schwab for sponsoring this tech session for the Chapter. Our holiday brunch was
held the next morning at the Sunridge Golf Club in Fountain Hills. Although the weather was
threatening, good food and great fellowship was enjoyed by all.
2009 promises to be a good year for the club with more tech sessions, road tours and fellowship opportunities. I ask all of the members to take an active role in planning our club events.
If there is a technical topic you are interested in or know something about, let us know and
we will work it into the calendar. Do you have an idea for a road trip that would be interesting
and suitable for our solid axles? Let us know or, better yet, volunteer to run the event. The
Arizona Chapter is your club and your ideas and participation can only improve what the club
has to offer its members.
Finally, to our new members, I would like to extend my welcome and I look forward to seeing
you at our upcoming events.
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President
John Randolph
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Vice President
Garry Mion
vicepresident@arizonachaptersacc.com

Secretary
PattySarraillon
secretary@arizonachaptersacc.com

Treasurer
Gary Lee
treasurer@arizonachaptersacc.com

Webmaster
Bob Schenkel
webmaster@arizonachaptersacc.com

Newsletter Editor
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DECEMBER 7TH H OLI DAY BRUNCH
BY GARRY MION
This year’s holiday party was held at the Sun Ridge Canyon Club House in Fountain Hills.
There were 24 members in attendance, and despite the cool temperature and threat of
rain, there were even a few Corvettes in the parking lot. Bob and Patty Sarraillon set up the
event, and for all of us attending I wish to thank them for their efforts in pulling this together.
We were seated in our
own area, which provided us the opportunity
to talk and laugh without
bothering any of the
other club house patrons. It also allowed us
to move around freely
and enjoy the wonderful
views.
The brunch itself was
very good, and I don’t
think anyone walked
away hungry. You could help yourself as
often as you wanted, which could have been
a good or bad thing. Between talking and
eating, the group managed to get in a
50/50 raffle, confirmation of the 2009
board, and a group picture. John and Norma
Marsh were the winners of the 50/50 raffle,
which they then graciously donated back to
the club. After the brunch, a few members
headed over to the Fountain Hills Cruise-In
car show. It was nice to see all those solidaxle cars sitting side-by-side.

Garry Mion
azsaccnews@arizonachaptersacc.com

Tech Advisor
John Marsh
techadvisor@arizonachaptersacc.com

SACC National
2009 Board
President
Max Brockhouse, IL
saccmb@hotmail.com

Vice President
Brad Bean
brad_bean@vfc.com

With this year’s brunch over, it is never too
early to start thinking about possible locations for next-year’s brunch. If you have some ideas on a good location, please take the
time to contact a board member (I would suggest Patty…) to discuss your ideas.

Secretary
Bruce Fuhrman, CA
bruce4info@aol.com

Treasurer
Mike McClan, MI
mcmclain@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster
Doc Hollada, IL
jhollada@casscom.com

Magazine Editor
Ken Amrick, PA
vette5362@mail.com

Membership
Lucy Badenhoop, CA
badenhoop@comcast.net
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THE

OFFICE

OF THE

TREASURER:

BY BOB SARRAILLON
Dear Members,
These past few years as Club treasurer have
been a good experience, and I want to thank
you. It has given me the opportunity to communicate with members that I might not have
had the opportunity to get to know.
The AZ SACC is fortunate to have knowledgeable and professional members that help to
make this Club a success. We have members
that are well versed in mechanical, technical,
NCRS requirements and know the Corvette
market.

CLUB MERCHANDISE

As I turn the books over to Gary Lee our
new treasurer, I am confident that he will
continue to maintain the Club funds and
records in a professional manner. Looking forward to 2009.
As a reminder, your 2009 membership
dues are now due. You should have received a 2009 Membership Application
in the mail along with a self addressed
envelop for your convenience. We look
forward to an active 2009.

FOR

Want Ads:
If you have something you want,
want to sell, or a service you can
provide to club members (corvette/
club related), then advertise here for
free. Contact the newsletter editor
with your want ad information.

I Buy and Sell Solid Axle Parts. We
also are interested in doing Solid
Axle restorations from frame restorations to complete Top-Flight® restorations. Steven J. Neel/Concourse
Corvette Restorations. Contact
MrSolidAxle@aol.com

SALE

There are a number of items that the club is offering for sale. These items
serve several purposes: First, they proudly allow you to display your association with the chapter, which will certainly impress your family, friends
and neighbors. Second, they provide an additional source of income for
the chapter, which is needed so that we can continue to provide food,
gifts, and other things that make our events so interesting. Once you are
done outfitting yourself, perhaps you know of family, friends or co-workers
who would be interested in one of these items. They make great gifts too!
Contact John Randolph: president@arizonachaptersacc.com
Here are some of the items:
T-Shirt: S-XL is $15, XXL is $17
Sweat Shirt: $35
Fender Cover: $22
Noland Adams Signed Plaques: $7.50
Solid Axle Window Sticker: $3.00

FROM

THE

OFFICE

OF THE

S E C R E TA R Y :

BY PATTY SARRAILLON
Happy Holiday Season! Another year has come and gone and it has been my pleasure to be the Club Secretary. It has been
a memorable challenge, one of which I wouldn’t change for anything. Because of our great board and membership support,
you helped make my job easy.
It was nice to see some new faces at the Christmas party this year and that tells me we will be off to a good start for 2009. I
want to thank you for making it possible for me to serve as Club secretary in 2009. I'll look forward to another successful
year of Club growth and events.

GET INVOLVED !
WE CAN USE SUGGESTIONS FOR 2009 EVENTS
THE

BOARD IS CONSTANTLY LOOKING FOR NEW IDEAS FOR CLUB EVENTS

THROUGHOUT
IF

.

THE YEAR THE CLUB IS LOOKING TO ALTERNATE BETWEEN TECHNICAL
AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.

YOU HAVE AN IDEA YOU THINK OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CLUB WOULD BE INTERESTED
IN, PLEASE CONTACT A BOARD MEMBER TO DISCUSS IT.

THE NEXT MOVE IS YOURS!
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UNCLE BILL’S CAR: THE

ONE THAT DIDN’T GET AWAY

BY DAN BAKER
Every time we went to Uncle Bill’s, I wanted to sit in his car. Uncle Bill lived about an hour from our house. We did not go often,
maybe a couple times a year. But every time we went, I wanted to sit in his car, his Corvette, his red 1962 Corvette. When we
would go in the summer time, I would even get to ride in it. As my brother and I got older, we did not go to Uncle Bills as much.
We had our own activities keeping the family busy. Football, Baseball, Basketball, Golf; we played them all. As we got to driving
age, we had our own cars to work on and learn how to fix. My first was a Chevy but the following ones were four letter F-word
cars. Only if they were Fiats. As the years went on, I seemed to be going thru my allotment of cars. Some I wish I had kept,
some that I didn’t. Several years ago Uncle Bill was talking about selling the Corvette. I discussed buying it from him, but was
not in a position in my life to make it happen. Then I heard that he had a buyer and I realized I had missed my chance.
Aunt Jane and Uncle Bill snowbird every year as well as my parents, but not to the same place. When they get back to Pennsylvania each spring, they get together to catch up. Uncle Bill told my father that the deal on the Corvette fell thru. The buyer did
not come up with the money before he left for the winter and that he still did not have the funds. Now I had a second chance.
We had paid off our one vehicle and bills were being covered. So I put for sale my daily driver for the cash and I would drive the
big SUV so I could get the Corvette.
Uncle Bill bought the Corvette in September 1969. The car had been stolen and driven up a creek a few miles from our home.
The thieves took the VIN plate and the convertible top and broke the passenger A-arm. Uncle Bill bought the car from Kenny
and repaired the A-arm, got a replacement VIN plate from the state, and traded the hard top for another soft top. Kenny had
bought the car new in 1962 and my father and Uncle Bill worked with Kenny for several years. Kenny had taken good care of
the car. Only modification was the addition of a manual choke and the only real work was a warrantee repair to the timing
chain. Uncle Bill did no modifications to the car but did perform some minor upkeep restorations.
So now I own the car
that I have loved and
wanted for as long as
I can remember. And
as I turn 40 this year,
I realize what it is to
feel the satisfaction
of owning such a
great automobile and
enjoying the ride. Yes
it needs paint and
some chrome work,
but that will come in
time. In the mean
time it makes for
some great bonding
with my kids when
the car is theirs some
day.

How To Write An Article!
If you can send an email, you can write an article. Write an email describing you story, attach a few pictures if you have them,
and then send them to me at azsaccnews@arizonachaptersacc.com.
Need ideas? How about these...
Have you fixed your car lately? Tell the members what went wrong and what steps you took to correct the problem?
Have you replaced something on your car make it more original or make it better than original? Tell the members what you
did, where was the work done, if you were satisfied with the job or would do it all over again.
Is there an interesting story about your car? Tell the members how you got it, what it took to get it, what happened once you
got it.
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NOT WHAT IT SEEMS

BY BOB DAVENPORT
My wife Beverly and I were driving our '62 back from Laughlin, NV two summers ago after having participating in the annual
Route 66 Fun Run from Seligman, AZ to Topock, AZ. We had no mechanical problems on the whole trip until right in the middle of Nothing, AZ on the return. We had had 2 days of fun with about 700 other old car and truck drivers and weren't expecting what happened next. The car started running slower and slower and finally quit. We pullled as far off the road as we
could and I started trying to diagnose the problem. I first did the obvious fuel/ignition isolation ( which is easy to do on the
"old-ones") and found that the ignition was OK. I pumped
the throttle several times and couldn't see any squirt of
gas from the accelerator pump jet so thought that I might
have a stuck closed float valve so I pulled the carburetor
top off and saw that the float valve seemed to be OK but
the carburetor bowl was empty so I re-installed the
top. Since I had the gas inlet line off the carburetor I had
Beverly crank the engine and nothing came out of the gas
line. Since I had an in-line gas filter just before the carburetor I removed it from the gas line and had her crank the
engine again and it squirted freely into a can that we
had. What a relief that was, even though I did have a
spare fuel pump in the trunk , I wouldn't have to burn my
fingers putting that on. I took the filter that I taken out of
the system and tapped it on a paper and got a bunch of
brown "crud" what appeared to be sand or dirt come out. I
couldn't get enough "crud" shaken out to flow freely so
decided to just plumb the gas line direct to the carburetor
just to get home the last 100 miles. All the while I was
doing this along-the-desert-road maintenance, I was swearing to my wife that I would never buy gas from the Flying J gas
station again because I was certain that the "crud" came from the last fill-up there about 90 miles back.
We made it all the way home with no further problems which was quite a relief since the summer temperatures sure make
working on cars outside uncomfortable. The next week I decided to replace the fuel sending unit that I had bought earlier
( to try to correct a jumpy gas gage reading) and I had been putting off for a couple of months. When I removed the sending
unit from the top of the gas tank I looked inside and saw the source of the brown "crud". The inlet filter screen that slides
over the inlet pipe of the sending unit had completely disintegrated and was just a plastic ring around the pipe. All the rest
of the filter had crumbled into little brown pieces
about the consistency of sand and looked just like
the same stuff I was able to shake out of the gas line
filter near the carburetor on our road-trip. So the
mystery of the source of the "crud" was solved and
Flying J was absolved of providing dirty gas!
The new gas gage sending unit didn't come with the
plastic screen/filter so I went to Brown & Brown
Chevrolet parts department (Randy) in Mesa, AZ and
tried to get an original replacement but no luck. Anyone with an older 'Vette has heard this story before
but Randy went to his stock of new Chevrolet sending unit filters and we were able to find one that fit
correctly and was even about twice as long as the
original for more filter area. The part we selected
was Part No. 5651711 and is used on a number of
Chevrolet applications but primarily for a 1984 Chevrolet pickup.
With a carburetor inlet filter replacement and cleaning the last remnants out of the carburetor bowl we
are back in business driving to many car events with no more gas problems. Still don't know for sure what caused the complete deterioration of the tank filter but might be a combination of old age and the new gas formulations for sale now.
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2008 HOLIDAY TECH SESSION

Larry and Matt (owner) from
Glassworks: The Hardtop Shop

John is thanking Steve for use of his
home, and the hard top...

Gang is all here and we are about
ready to start.

Larry begins the rebuild process, installing weather-strip to front header.

John presents a Chapter recognition
gift to Matt for
giftsupporting
to Matt this event.

After installing the header, Larry is
ready to install the frame.

BTW—the frame was stripped, repaired,
then pre-assembled back at the shop

Fits like a glove. Of course, Larry has
been doing this a while.

Larry is finishing up the frame install
by inserting the mounting screws.

Steve had to get into the act. Here he
is helping with the weather-strip.

Larry obviously is not so impressed
with Steve’s speed…

Next step is to install the side windows. Little dab of soapy water helps.

After installing the side window, the
front bracket goes on.

Here’s a completed window. That
wasn’t so hard...

Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club

Oh boy, it’s eating time. Many thanks
to the Schwab’s for sponsoring this.
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REBUILDING YOUR HARDTOP BY GLASSWORKS

How many people does it take to put
in a simple rivet???

Now comes the installation of the rear
glass. Again, little dab of soapy water.

Install starts on one end. Trick is to
make sure it is completely seated.

A little nudging with the palm of the
hand helps.

Larry admires his work. Took about
5min... longer than normal.

Stainless trim goes on next. Start with
one side, then across to other side.

Larry is giving a few tips on handling
the glass prior to install.

Repeat the same process with the
other side. Then the middle.

Here we are admiring the completed
back window and trim. Piece-o-cake!

Larry now
works on installing the
inside trim.
Yikes—drilling holes and setting rivets
for window support.

Larry again demonstrates the famous
“palm slap” technique.

Now comes the front stainless. Precision is key. No gaps!

The “final” piece of trim is installed.

Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club

The top is complete. Steve is happy.
Matt is happy. Larry is relieved and
wants a raise. ...the end!
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2009 SCHED ULE OF EVENT S
Date

Activity & Contact Information

January 11-18

Barrett-Jackson, Scottsdale Arizona www.barrett-jackson.com

January 24th

Winter Tech Session: To Be Announced

February 21st

Drive & Dine: To be Announced

March 8

Pomona Swap Meet www.pomonaswapmeet.com

March 21st

Spring Tech Session: To Be Announced Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

April 11

Central Ave Cruise

April 18th

Drive & Dine: To be Announced

May 30th

Pavilions Gathering: To Be Announced

June 5-7

Bloomington Gold Tours, Flagstaff AZ www.bloomingtongoldtours.com

June 27-28

Bloomington Gold, St. Charles, IL www.bloomingtongold.com

Jul 17-21

SACC National Convention, Ventura, CA www.solidaxle.org

August 15

Night at the Movies: Tempe, AZ 5pm Garry Mion vicepresident@arizonachaptersacc.com

August 28-30

Corvettes @ Carlisle, Carlisle, PA www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/corvettes

August 31

AZ-NM Corvette Museum 15th Anniversary Caravan: corvettecaravan.com/az-nm

September 19

Drive & Dine: To Be Announced Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

October 10

Central Ave Cruise

October 17

Fall Tech Session: To Be Announced Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

November 14

Drive & Dine: To Be Announced

December TBD

Holiday Tech Session: To Be Announced Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

December TBD

Holiday Brunch: To Be Announced Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help

The above list of events is subject to change.
Members are welcome to suggest/host an event; contact a member of the Board with your ideas.
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M O O N L I G H T A U T O : D A L E S K J E R P I N G ’ S E N G I N E I N S TA L L
BY BOB & PATTY SARRAILLON
In November 2006, Bob Sarraillon, Dale Skjerping and Hal
Manko took on the challenge of replacing the engine in Dale’s
1956 Corvette. As the Corvette and new create 350 HO engine
arrived at the Sarraillon garage, the work began.

With a new aluminum
radiator and disk
brakes on their way,
pieces were being removed,
labeled,
cleaned and stored to
be put back on in a
timely manner.
As you will see from the pictures attached, much fun, soft drinks, pizza and many
hours later (approximately 5 days) she was up and running. When we started the
brakes, John Marsh was there to help and provide technical assistance. This job was met with some challenges such as the
radiator, but that’s another story in itself. All during this time, Patty was polishing stainless, cleaning upholstery and carpet
and miscellaneous other jobs. This truly was a community project and fun was had by all.

WHO IS THIS MAN?
WHY IS HE SMILING?
D O YO U T H I N K H E BA K E D T H AT P I E ?
WHY AM I AS KING TH ES E QUEST IO NS ?
Answers: Gary Lee, your new Treasurer; No Clue; Yup; Need more articles...
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V O L TA G E R E G U L A T O R

AND

HORN RELAY TECH SESSION

BY BOB & PATTY SARRAILLON
On October 18th, we held the Voltage Regulator &
Horn Relay tech session at John Randolph’s and
presented by Bob Sarraillon. Handouts were distributed so members could follow along with the
presentation. The basic concept and operation of a
two and three coil voltage regulators, broken down
step-by-step theory of operation and adjustment.
Horn relays were discussed as well as basic electrical systems in C1 Corvettes. Following the tech
session many questions were asked and answered.
This was an interesting session that many members
learned from.
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M I N I N G C A M P R OA D T R I P
BY JOHN RANDOLPH
On November 9, 2008 the Arizona Chapter traveled to the Mining Camp Restaurant at Tortilla Flats near the base of the
Superstition Mountains and the First Water Trailhead. Club members met at a small mall at Baseline and Gilbert and then
drove to Tortilla Flats.

Dale and Maggie Skjerping drove their 56, John and
Norma Marsh brought their 59, Hal and Katherine
Manko drove their beautiful 60 and Bob and Patty Sarraillon brought their orange Levi 58. Patty presented us
with trivia questions about the Superstition Mountains
and the lore and legends surrounding them, which we
completed on the drive out.
The mining camp is in a beautiful setting with the Superstitions towering over and dwarfing our cars and the restaurant. Upon checking in at the restaurant, we were
faced with the decision of selecting a single meal or the
unlimited menu. All those who elected unlimited will tell
you that they had more than enough to eat. In all, it was
a great afternoon of good food and conversation with no
mechanical failures or other problems encountered by
any of our members.
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L O O K I N G B A C K : 1 8 T H C O P P E R S TA T E 1 0 0 0
BY GARRY MION
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