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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY JOHN RANDOLPH
The Arizona Chapter is off to a great start for 2009. On January 24th we held a tech session on solid axle cooling systems, with
our two tech advisors, John Marsh and Steve Neel discussing the pro and cons of original brass and replacement aluminum
radiators for our solid axle cars together with some discussion of heat sensors and temperature gauges.
In February, we were treated to a drive and dine to Saguaro Lake organized by Hal Manko. This event has become an annual
tradition and this year we were able to celebrate John Marsh’s birthday at the lake. We also were pleased to see new Arizona
Chapter members Gary and Barbara Muehl who have now permanently relocated to Fountain Hills from Schaumburg, Illinois
and welcomed Jerry and Terri Little from the Pacific Northwest who recently joined our chapter..
On March 21, we hosted another tech session on side window replacement and door repairs. Steve Neel covered the procedure to follow in removing a side window. I covered the replacement of the glass within the stainless frame and John Marsh
spoke about window regulators and door locks. More than twenty members attended this tech session and almost half that
number drove their solid axles to the event.
The SACC National Convention will be held in Ventura, California this year from July 17 to 20. Hosted by the Southern California Chapter, the convention will be a great opportunity to get away from the Arizona heat for a weekend. Tech sessions, a harbor cruise and a road tour are all part of this fun packed weekend and I hope that our members will take the opportunity to
attend this event which will not be held in the west again until 2012.
While I look forward to welcoming you at one of our planned events, keep in mind that the club
is designed to be a resource to you. If you have any questions about the care and maintenance
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
of your solid axle corvette, do not hesitate to call one of our tech advisers for advice. If they
don’t have the answer for you, I will bet they know and can get you in touch with someone who
1
President’s Message
does. Finally, If you are planning a project that you think might interest the club, let us know
1 and perhaps we can arrange a tech session so that our members can benefit from your underLessons Learned
taking and perhaps lend a hand.
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In 1981 I started to restore the car and in 1988 I had it back on the road. I had read articles about early cars with generators and exterior voltage regulator catching fire but never
thought it would happen to me. In 1989 a year after the restoration the car shorted out one
night
and
this was the
out come to
the car along
with
much
damage to
the house…
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The point is
always use a
BATTERY
disconnect
switch..
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S A G UA R O L A K E D R I V E & D I N E
BY GARRY MION
On February 21st, a few of the AZC SACC members took to the road and headed out to Saguaro Lake. This is becoming a long-time favorite drive for February, as the weather is just
right and the scenery is just beautiful. This year was no exception, and with all the recent
rains the lake was the fullest I’ve seen in a while.
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We had nine
cars make
the trip,
which was
organized
again by Hal
Manko. The
picture on
the right
shows some
of the cars in
procession to
the lake.
Turns out, one of our members
was celebrating a birthday. John
Marsh. You can see that he was
presented with a cake appropriate
for the Solid Axle owner.
Actually, we also found out that
member Mike Mileskiewicz celebrated his birthday on the same
day as John’s. The two ran into
each other at Joe’s BBQ in Gilbert.
I’m sure they both had salads…
Our thanks to Hal for organizing
this event, and thanks to all who
participated. I’m sure we’ll likely do another run next year, and it would be great if we can at
least double the number of cars to attend.
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Want Ads:

BY GARRY MION

If you have something you want,
want to sell, or a service you can
provide to club members (corvette/
club related), then advertise here for
free. Contact the newsletter editor
with your want ad information.

On Saturday, August 15th, we’ll be hosting
another movie night. The movie will be the
1980 classic “The Hollywood Knights,” staring
Robert Wuhl, Tony Danza, Fran Drescher, and
Michelle Pfeiffer. The movie was filmed in Van
Nuys, California. It runs for 91 minutes.

bathrooms, plumbing, grills etc.
When the filming reached into late September, it became cold enough to require the
actors to keep ice in their mouths before
speaking their lines to prevent frost from
forming when they spoke their lines.

Here are some tidbits about the movie:

Sandwiches and Beverages will be provided before the movie, and you can
Duke's yellow '57 Chevy was "Popular Hot Rodding" magazine's famous "Project X" test car. The have fun playing with video games, pinball, billiards, foosball, or just talking with
transmission was damaged during filming.
other members. I hope you will join us.
Please RSVP if you do plan on attending
"Tubby's Drive In" was actually an A&W Root
beer that was closed down. It was located (then) to make sure we plan properly. See the
way out on Van Nuys Blvd. Nothing worked, no
calendar for details.

I Buy and Sell Solid Axle Parts. We
also are interested in doing Solid
Axle restorations from frame restorations to complete Top-Flight® restorations. Steven J. Neel/Concourse
Corvette Restorations. Contact
MrSolidAxle@aol.com

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
There are a number of items
that the club is offering for
sale. They proudly allow you to
display your association with
the chapter, which will certainly
impress your family, friends
and neighbors. Once you are
done outfitting yourself, perhaps you know of family,
friends or co-workers who
would be interested in one of
these items. They make great
gifts too! The Black T-shirt is
$15, the Blue Sweat-Shirt is
$25, and the fender cover is
$10. We also have SACC Window stickers, and Signed (by
Noland Adams) Dash Plaques.
Contact Gary Lee,
glee944@juno.com for more
details and order information.

GET INVOLVED!
WE

CAN USE SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE EVENTS

THE BOARD IS CONSTANTLY LOOKING FOR NEW IDEAS FOR CLUB EVENTS.
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR THE CLUB IS LOOKING TO ALTERNATE BETWEEN TECHNICAL
AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES.
IF YOU HAVE AN IDEA YOU THINK OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CLUB WOULD BE INTERESTED
IN, PLEASE CONTACT A BOARD MEMBER TO DISCUSS IT.

THE

NEXT MOVE IS YOURS!
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COOLING TECH SESSION
BY JOHN MARSH
RUNNING HOT???? MAYBE NOT!!! At this tech session, which was held January 24, 2009, we covered C1 cooling system care and maintenance, radiators,
thermostats and temperature gauge/sending unit testing.

Club members Garry Mion and Steven Neel did a presentation on Dewitts reproduction aluminum radiators. John Marsh demonstrated the use of an IR
thermometer to validate actual engine temperature compared to temp gauge
reading.
Club members were then shown how to test sending units using a hot pot, a cooking thermometer and an ohm meter. Several sending units were tested in water temperatures
from 160 to 220 degrees F.
Two sending units checked out to have the most desirable resistance readings. One being
an old, very original Delco unit. The other was a new Wells TU-5 sending unit from Auto
Zone, which comes in a Durolast box. Although not dead on, these two units checked closest to the desirable resistance readings similar to the following: 68 degrees – 700 ohms;
180 degrees – 100 ohms; 200 degrees - 90 ohms; 220 degrees - 70 ohms
Temperature gauge operation and testing was covered and it was
stressed how important it is that the gauge have a good ground to the
instrument cluster. Testing procedures using a 100 ohm resister was
demonstrated. This test checks both sides of the gauge circuit. The
gauge should read in the 180 degree range. Note that the gauge photo
reads a bit over 180, which is acceptable. There were a lot of C1 cooling
system remedies shared and discussed among club members.
This tech session was well attended and enjoyed by all. It’s always terrific to get together with club members to share information over a cup of
coffee. A great big THANK YOU to John Randolph for hosting this event
in his fabulous car condo! We really appreciate his generosity!!!
John Marsh – Tech Advisor

How To Write An Article!
If you can send an email, you can write an article. Write an email describing you story, attach a few pictures if you have them,
and then send them to me at azsaccnews@arizonachaptersacc.com.
Need ideas? How about these...
Have you fixed your car lately? Tell the members what went wrong and what steps you took to correct the problem?
Have you replaced something on your car make it more original or make it better than original? Tell the members what you did,
where was the work done, if you were satisfied with the job or would do it all over again.
Is there an interesting story about your car? Tell the members how you got it, what it took to get it, what happened once you
got it.
Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club
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CORVETTE SIDE GLASS: 1956-62
BY JOHN RANDOLPH
Frame replacement on solid axle side glass is not as difficult
as it may initially appear. The glass is held in a rubber sleeve
that also serves as a rain baffle inserted in the lower frame
rail while the stainless steel frame is fitted over the exposed
glass edges. The original material that was used to hold the
frame on the window and seal the glass was a soft, corkimpregnated, strip of rubber with a fabric backing. Current
reproductions and most automotive glass installers use a soft
black plastic material that looks like thick electrician’s tape.
Material close to the original can be obtained from the corvette specific parts vendors for those who want to tackle this
task themselves.

The stainless steel frame should first be polished to the
owner’s satisfaction. The rubber strip should be inserted into
the frame before trying to attach the frame to the window as
shown in figure 2. The corners should be bevel cut so that the
rubber strip does not overlap or crimp at any point in the chan-

Fig 2
nel, as this will make installation of the window difficult. The
edges of the glass should be soaked with a water based lubricant (I used dishwashing liquid) and the frame with the rubber insert drawn over the top edge of the window. I used adjustable bar clamps with rubber grips to pull the top of the
frame over the glass as shown in figure 4. Others have rec-

ommended a rawhide mallet to tap the frame onto the glass. I
tried this, but found the steady pressure of the bar clamps to
be more effective.

Fig 4

Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club

When the frame is pulled far enough down, the sides of the
frame can be pulled in and the frame bolted to the lower
frame rail. The extra rubber material that extends beyond the
edge of the frame should then be trimmed away with a hobby
knife. If the material is cut at a 60-degree angle that extends
beneath the frame, the material will not be visible when the
window is viewed from the side. With a little practice, it should
be possible to complete both side windows in about an hour.
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1956-62 WINDOW FELT REPLACEMENT (P1OF2)
This tech article covers the techniques I used to install window felts to
the outer door reveal and inner garnish moldings on a 1958 Corvette.
The window felts provide protection and stability to the window as it is
rolled up and down. Over time they wear out, look ratty, and can damage
the window glass and frame.
First off you need to remove the door panels, the inner garnish molding,
the end cap and the two access panels from the door.
Next remove the window by removing the two large phillps screws that
retain the rear window track from the back of the door. Unscrew the window frame from the window regulator, remove the upper window stops
and then, finally, pull the window up and out of the door. Now you are
able to reach the outer door reveal molding retainers to remove the outer
molding.

Photo 1

The next step is to separate the felts from the moldings. I used a dermal
and cut-off-wheel to cut the old staples. (Photo # 1)
Note: This was only
necessary on one
molding as the other
three had previously
been done by “Baba”,
as they were retained
by nails and screws!
(Photo # 2)

Photo 2

Once the felts are removed, it would be a
good time to recondition the stainless molding, remove any dents and
scratches, and polish back to a bright finish. (Photo # 3)

Photo 3

Next comes the hard part…. attaching the new felts to the molding,
which can be time consuming! First you need to mark the staple holes
from the moldings to the new window felts. There are probably several
ways to do this, and I’m not saying my way is the best, (which is very elementary), but it works for me.

Photo 4

Keep in mind that you need to locate the holes in the new felt so they
match up with the existing staple holes in
the molding, and they
must position the felt
so that the stainless
bead on the felt locates on the curve of
the molding. If located

down to far it will cause the window to be to tight.
I use masking tape. First, a strip along the inside of the felt, (Photo # 4),
and then tape the felt to the molding in the correct up/down and front/rear
location. Next I mark the location of the molding staple holes in the felt by
using a machinist scribe, which has a 90 degree bend. (Photo # 5)

Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club
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1956-62 WINDOW FELT REPLACEMENT (P2OF2)
This works perfect to mark the holes from inside the molding through the
existing staple holes onto the masking tape on the backside of the window
felts. (Photo # 6)
Next, remove the felt from the molding and using the marks on the felts, drill
the holes. I used
a drill press, but a
hand drill will
work. (Photo # 7)
I used a
#56 .0465 drill
bit, which is a
little larger than
the staple O.D.

Photo 6

Next, remove the felt from the molding and using the marks on the
felts, drill the holes. I used a drill press, but a hand drill will work.
(Photo # 7) I used a #56 .0465 drill bit, which is a little larger than
the staple O.D.

Photo 7

Now the really
hard part comes…. pushing the staples into the freshly drilled holes in the
felt and then into the moldings. Remember, you are pushing the staples
into the felt on the outside (fuzzy side) and it can be hard to locatae those
little holes! (Photo # 8)

Photo 8

Once you
have the
staples
through the
felts and
into the
molding, (Photo # 9), they can be clinched. I used a pair of
small duckbill pliers to set the staple and a pair of needle nose
to clinch it. (Photo # 10)

Photo 9

That’s it!!! You can go back together! Remember to put the
outer (reveal) molding on first, then the glass. Be sure to
check and adjust the window fit with your soft top / hard top
before installing the door panels.
John Marsh
AZ SACC Tech Advisor
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2009 SCHEDULE OF EVENT S
Date

Activity & Contact Information

Jul 17-21

SACC National Convention, Ventura, CA www.solidaxle.org

August 15

Night at the Movies: The Hollywood Knights Tempe, AZ 5pm Sandwiches & Refreshments Provided
Please RSVP to Garry Mion: gmofaz@cox.net or 480.897.0974

August 28-30

Corvettes @ Carlisle, Carlisle, PA www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/corvettes

August 31

AZ-NM Corvette Museum 15th Anniversary Caravan: corvettecaravan.com/az-nm

September 12

Engine Tech Session: To Be Announced

September 19

Historic Prescott All-Corvette Car Show: Prescott, AZ Prescottvettesette.org

September 2526th Annual Run to the Pines Car Show: Pinetop, AZ Bob & Linda Gates @ 928-368-5325
27
October 10

Central Ave Cruise

October 17th
or 31st

Car Show: To Be Announced

November 1st

Annual Election Kick Off

November 14

Drive & Dine: Tortilla Flat, AZ www.tortillaflataz.com Details To Be Announced

December 5th

Holiday Tech Session: To Be Announced

December 6th

Holiday Brunch: SunRidge Resort, Fountain Hills, AZ 11am-2:30pm

Help us Plan this event with your suggestions/help
Details To Be Announced

The above list of events is subject to change.
Members are welcome to suggest/host an event; contact a member of the Board with your ideas.
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OIL ANALY SIS
BY GARY LEE
Have you ever wondered if something bad might be going on in your engine and how great it would be to find that out before
something really serious and expensive happens. Well there is a way that you can be proactive. Have your engine oil analyzed. A friend of mine who has his own airplane told me about a laboratory that he uses. He said he really needs know if his
engine has any unseen problems. The name of the company is Blackstone Laboratories located in Fort Wayne, IN. Their web
site is www.blackstone-labs.com and a free sample kit consisting of a small bottle and mailer can be ordered online or call
them at 260-744-2380. The cost for the oil analysis is $22.50
I ordered mine and when
received I followed their
directions to collect my oil
sample. You can get your
oil sample the next time
you do an oil change or
draw the oil up through
the dip stick hole. You
need to do either after
running the engine for 20
minutes. I ran my car up
the I-10 ten miles and
back. I elected to draw
the oil up through the dip
stick hole using a clear
four foot rubber tube with
a plastic mouth piece.
This needs to be clear so
that you can see the hot
oil as it gets close to your
mouth. It took me eight
draws to fill the sample
bottle. I shipped them my
sample and about 2
weeks later they sent me
my report.
As you can see from my
report they test a lot of
elements in the oil. They
can also detect fuel or
anti-freeze which can prematurely wear out your
bearings. They compared
my results with others of
the same engine size but
since they haven’t done
many 283’s averages
didn’t mean to much.
If you have any concerns
about your engine or
don’t know its history getting an oil analysis is an
inexpensive way to find
out what’s going on in
there.
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PATRICK’S ANTIQUE CARS & TRUCKS: APRIL DRIVE & DINE
BY GARRY MION
On April 18th, we headed out to Casa Grande to visit with Philip, Patrick’s
son, and take a tour of their two facilities. One where they store/build parts,
and the other where they renovate trucks. Philip was a great host, telling us
about the history of his father’s business, and letting us “look around.” I
want to thank Butch Herman for helping to organize this event, especially
getting Philip to take time from his busy schedule to spend a couple of hours
with us. After looking around, we all headed to the local Sonic before heading home. Enjoy some of the pictures from the event. Hope to see you at our
next Drive and Dine in November (Tortilla Flats).
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W I N D O W R E P L A C E M E N T A N D D O O R R E PA I R
BY GARRY MION

In March we had another tech session, this
time Steven Neel, John Marsh, and John
Randolph each went through various topics.
We had a great turn out from the members,
many driving their Corvettes. It was very nice
of John Randolph to let us use his facility
once again.
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VETTES ON THE GREEN: BLOOMINGTON GOLD 2009
BY GARRY MION

Last 1953
Bondurant Racer

10Kmi 1960

Here is a picture sampling of my first visit to
Bloomington Gold in
St. Charles, IL. Probably not as big as events
past, but there sure
were a lot of corvettes
out there. The Mecum
auction was fun to see
in person. Cheers!

2010 Grand Sport
Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club
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