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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY JOHN RANDOLPH
Fall has finally arrived and with it the promise of cooler days and nights. While SACC members in other parts of the country are
preparing to put their cars away for the winter, we are just looking forward to our prime-driving season. On November 14, our
Arizona Chapter will host a drive to Tortilla Flats, an authentic stage stop on the Apache Trail where we will enjoy a lunch and
perhaps some of their famous Prickly Pear Ice Cream. Tortilla Flats is located approximately 18 miles northeast of Apache
Junction and we will depart as a group from a location in the Mesa – Tempe area. More information on this event will be forthcoming from our Tech Chairman, John Marsh, who will be chairing this event for us. On October 31, the Chapter will be headed
to the Pavilions in Scottsdale where we will have time to gather and each others cars and company.
For those who have attended one of our December holiday weekends in the past, you know our programs are second to none.
This year we are having an authority on the early cars from put on our Saturday tech session. While our guest’s identity will not
be disclosed until final arrangements have been made for the weekend, he has been very involved with solid axle corvettes
almost from the beginning and will entertain us not only with information about authenticity of the parts for our cars but also
some of the accessories and custom additions that make our cars more enjoyable to own and drive. Our Saturday tech session
will be followed by a Sunday brunch on December 6 from 11:00 to 2:30 PM at the Sun Ridge Country Club in Fountain Hills
where special parking will be provide for our solid axle cars. We will send a flier later in November with final details for our
event, for now please save the weekend of December 5 and 6 for what promises to be the highlight of our winter season.
Finally, with November approaching, it is time for our annual elections. While most of the members of the board intend to seek
another term, the office of secretary remains vacant and we have an urgent need to fill this vacancy. In addition to keeping
the board’s minutes, the secretary is responsible for corresponding with the national organization and maintaining the membership roster. If you or anyone you know might be willing to step forward and assume these duties, your existing board would
be most appreciative. If you are not interested in serving on the board, but willing to help plan an event or assist the board in
any way we would also be appreciative of the support. Remember your club can be even better with your active participation.
I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.
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BACK TOGETHER: CLARK SIMONDS 1953
BY GARRY MION
Our September
12th tech session featured a
wonderful review of member Clark Simonds recently
restored 1953
Corvette. Steven Neel was
on hand to go
over the car
and talk about
the restoration
process, of
which Steven
was a major
part.

Newsletter Editor
Garry Mion

At the beginning of the meeting, Clark was kind
enough to share the history of the car from when
he first bought it to today. It’s a story that ends
well, but not one that any member would want to
have to go through.
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Vice President
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Clark recently had the car judged at an Chapter
NCRS judging event, and it achieved a TOP
FLIGHT™ award. I was fortunate to be one of the
judges. In case you don’t know of NCRS, a TOP
FLIGHT™ award means the car is judged to contain at least 94% of the originality of the car
as delivered to the dealer. In Clark’s case, his score was likely much higher.
Just want to say thanks to John Randolph for letting the Chapter use his garage, and to Steven Neel for talking us through the restoration process. A big thank you Clark Simonds for
sharing his car with us, and hope you have many years to enjoy your beautiful car.
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WHEEL WEIGHTS FOR SOLID AXLE CARS
BY JOHN RANDOLPH
When it comes down to details, wheel weights are often overlooked. Even the NCRS and Bloomington Gold, two of the major
judging influences in Corvette restoration, pay little attention to the originality of the wheel weights on the older Corvettes.
Still this functional detail should be of interest to those who have a passion for the originality of their vehicles. P There were
at least two, and perhaps as many as five, suppliers of wheel weights to General Motors during the period from 1953 to
1962. These included Bada Company and Perfect Equipment Company. Both of these companies are still in existence although Bada is now a division of Hennessey Industries, Inc. P The most common Bada weights can be identified by their Micro logos. The vintage examples of these can be distinguished by their unique wing tips on either side of the weight and an
ounce designation on both sides of the Micro logo. Modern versions still have the Micro logo but have a metric designation
to the right side of the logo. The modern versions are also devoid of the “wingtips,” having rounded corners instead. The
one half ounce vintage Micro weight is unique in that
the logo consists of only the letters “AM” with the numeral 5 (denoting the weight) to the right. P Perfect
Equipment Company weights can be identified by the
slanted letter “P`”. The Perfect weights have rounded
corners similar to the modern Micro weights. Like the
Micro weights, the ounce designation is stamped on
both sides of the Perfect logo except in the case of the
one half ounce weight where it only appears on the
right side. P The 1958 Assembly Instruction Manual
lists five different part numbers for the wheel weights
commencing with a part number for the one half ounce
weight and continuing in half ounce intervals up to the
three and one half ounce weight. It should be noted
that there was no part number assigned for a ¾ and
1¼ ounce weight and accordingly, even though these
were manufactured by both Bada and Perfect Equipment Company, such sizes are not correct for Corvettes. Contrary to what is indicated in the 1958 AIM,
the wheel weights were mounted on the inside, not the
outside, of the steel wheels.

CLUB MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
There are a number of items that the
club is offering for sale. They proudly
allow you to display your association
with the chapter, which will certainly
impress your family, friends and
neighbors. Once you are done outfitting yourself, perhaps you know of
family, friends or co-workers who
would be interested in one of these
items. They make great gifts too! The
Black T-shirt is $15, the Blue SweatShirt is $25, and the fender cover is
$10. We also have SACC Window
stickers, and Signed (by Noland Adams) Dash Plaques.
Contact Gary Lee,
glee944@juno.com for more details
and order information.
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2009 SCHEDULE OF EVENT S
Date

Activity & Contact Information

October 31st

Afternoon at the Scottsdale Pavilions: 2pm-6pm 101 & Indian Bend Road Come early, space permitting

November 1st

Annual Election Kick Off: John Marsh

November 14

Drive & Dine: Tortilla Flat, AZ www.tortillaflataz.com Details below!

December 5th

Holiday Tech Session: Details To Be Announced

December 6th

Holiday Brunch: SunRidge Resort, Fountain Hills, AZ 11am-2:30pm

Details To Be Announced

The above list of events is subject to change.
Members are welcome to suggest/host an event; contact a member of the Board with your ideas.

NOVEMBER ROAD TRIP

TO

TORTILLA FLAT

BY JOHN MARSH

The Weather is Perfect!!!
Let’s get out and enjoy a fun road trip with friends.
Join us on a scenic road trip to TORTILLA FLAT
Date:
Activity:
Time:
Lunch:
Menu:
Cost:
RSVP:

Saturday, November 14th
Drive and Dine Road Trip
Meet at 10am @ Baseline & Gilbert Rd., NE Corner
We will depart at 10:15 to caravan out together
11am (approx)… early lunch to beat the crowd
At the Tortilla Flat Restaurant & Saloon
Choice of three sandwiches, or vegetarian fruit plate
$13/person… this includes beverage, tax, and gratuity
John Marsh, by Thursday, November 12th
480480-802802-9085 or JAMarsh59@aol.com

After lunch, you can enjoy exploring TORTILLA FLAT and perhaps stop by the ice cream
store for an ice cream cone of your favorite flavor. Enjoy the cruise back home at your leisure

Happy Trails to You!
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YOU

DO LAST WEEKEND?

BY JERRY & TERRI LITTLE
Not ALL AZ chapter members live in AZ, so I thought I
would share one of our outings up north. In the Great
Northwest state of Washington, most people think that
it rains 365 days a year. The fact of the matter in the
eastern part of the state we get weather much like AZ.
And taking a Solid axle Corvette out for a 4 day 600
mile run is just what the Dr ordered this past weekend.
On a Friday afternoon, Terri and I in the 57 and Greg
and Nancy in their 62, with the tops down,
headed east over OLD highway 2 with the summit at
the pass being 4200 ft. Our destination was the resort
town of Lake Chelan for their "Fall in the lake" car
show. There we met up with our friends Doug and
Carol, owners of a very nice 39,000 original mile 61.

Early Saturday morning we headed into Chelan
for the show. The town blocks off the main street
for the annual event with about 150 cars from
Street rods to Rat rods.
Sunday morning we where off for a run over
to Wibur, a town with a past (reputation). During
world war II, this area was home to many GI's for
desert training and Wilbur was a place to go meet
some "Ladies". We had arranged to meet some
friends out of the Spokane area for lunch.
Neil and Jaceen brought there 58 and Sonny had
his 61 Solidaxle along with a couple street rod
budies we spent several hours catching up. But
as all good thing must end Monday morning it
was time to head back to Seattle, but not with
out one last Leg. Before the interstate highway
90 was built Highway 10 was the main route
between Seattle and Chicago much like Route
66 was from Chicago to LA and many section
still exist across Washington state.
So a little detour(another way of saying we are
taking the long way home). We picked up highway 10 in the town of George from there about
50 miles of the OLD road takes you back toward Seattle.
Next stop Home...
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CORVETTE IDLER & THIRD ARM BRACKET (P1OF2)
Last March our local SACC had a meet in Chandler, south of Phoenix. Driving my ‘54 down on I-10 the steering felt odd, not
as definite as usual, or really more indefinite than usual. After 230,000 miles of driving and 53+ years of ownership you kinda
sense those things. I made a mental note to check underneath after I got back
home. Returning, I enjoy driving west on I-10 as there are some nice sweeping
Block the cat up securely.
curves passing thru Phoenix, near Sky Harbor, and with a 65 mph speed limit
they can be enjoyed at a decent speed, which I did. Getting off at my exit I drove
home, stopping the engine just short of the garage door. With the gate closed and
the door opened I tried to start the car to drive it in. With a hot engine it was reluctant to start, so rather than try again I decided to just push it in, no big problem. It was almost pointed at the garage so a small turn of the steering wheel
would line it up. Instead of a small turn I heard a loud crack and the steering
wheel rotated effortlessly. I knew what had happened.
The later model bracket (top) shows the thicker neck. The lower
When the idler bracket breaks not only do you not have steerbracket is the came casting for all 53-55 Corvettes, and maybe
ing, but as the idler arm bearing and tie rods are not anchored
later.
each wheel has a limited directional mind of it’s own, and neither wheel agrees with the other. At this point pause a second to
think of what would have happened it this occurred on a nice
sweeping curve at 70 on I-10 just a few minutes previous. Go
now and check yours. Since the front wheels wouldn’t stay parallel I put one wheel on a cart, attached a come-along winch to
the front suspension and between winching and turning the
wheel on the ground got the car into the garage. The next problem was finding a bracket. On most catalogues they’re listed
right under hen’s teeth, but my luck continued. Checking e-bay,
what do I find but a bracket listed, closing in four days. Starting
price was $180, but to be safe I put a $500 maximum on my
bid. I was not going to loose this if I could help it. No one else
bid. Hooray!
The next question was
The left side shows the original sharp mathe condition of the
Radiator support, showing the front two bolt sets
chined angle. On the right I have started
bracket, obviously a used
grinding.
item. When it arrived I
had it magna fluxed. My
luck held, clean and
solid. There are two versions of the bracket.
Casting and part number
3706024 is the same for
at least the 53 thru 55,
and probably later, but I
don’t have the parts book
to check. Price was
$6.90 by the way. The later version is casting number 3727511. Unless you are
concerned about judging on earlier models, the later casting has a thicker neck,
where the fatigue fractures occur and should be your part of choice, if you have
a choice. Four of the six bolt holes are threaded so I cleaned up the threads with
a 3/8 x 24 tap. Fractures occur due to the sharp angle where the bracket is machined for the bearing bolt. I took a Dremel type grinder and ground down the
metal to eliminate this sharp angle. It’s not a difficult job. The bracket is bolted
to the front suspension cross member. From front to back, the first two holes
are slotted with bolts coming down from the radiator support.
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CORVETTE IDLER & THIRD ARM BRACKET (P2OF2)

The sharp angle in the bracket where it was machined is
fully ground away

They have nuts on them. They connect the rad support to
the chassis which then provides support and connection to
the front of the body. The second set of bolts are partially
under the rad support, which means the rad support has to
be removed. These bolts, and the ones further back are
threaded into the bracket. The last set of bolts are exposed,
and under the fan blades. To get into this, removing the
grill and it’s support brackets are the easiest way, although
it could be done from above. The hood comes off, the rad
comes out, and then the rad support frame. You’re going to
have a lot of bolts so keep them properly set aside so you
know which ones go where when it’s time to put everything together. I jacked up the front, resting both wheels on
8” of concrete blocks. This gave me a good working
height, both thru the grill and underneath. It had been 26
years since the rad was replaced so off it went for a recore.

The support was in surprising good shape, one small rust hole which I
soldered over, some sanding, and a new coat of black paint. With everything open the next item was removal of the old bracket. It simply unbolted, including the large nut holding the bearing. Again, it was 26
years since the bearing had been serviced so I felt a cleaning and new
grease was in order. The snap ring holding the bearing in place is large,
and difficult to compress. It didn’t want to come out of it’s groove, but I
finally convinced it with a needle nose pliers with the ends bent 90 degrees (you can buy them like that). It allowed the pointed ends to remain parallel when I inserted them in the snap ring end holes, and closing the pliers compressed the ring enough for removal.

With the jack holding the bracket lightly against the crossmember, it can easily be pried into place with a large screwdriver.
Copyright © 2009 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club

Keep track of all the bolts and where they go.

Now things start going back together. Slide the radiator frame
back down into position and put all the bolts back in. I didn’t
tighten them until I have everything lined up and the bracket
bolted in place. This is the main attachment between the cross
member and the body front. After greasing and installing the bearing, I bolted the bracket to the idler arm, installing a new cotter pin
in the bolt. Getting the bracket and idle and third arm assembly in
place wasn’t as difficult as I anticipated. I jacked up one wheel so
it could move, then put my hydraulic jack under the bracket, raising it to the cross member, just touching it enough to provide friction. With a large screwdriver I pried the bracket so the front two
bolts could be inserted. They come down into slotted holes so
they’re the easiest to install. Once in place a little more adjusting
the four threaded holes lined up and were installed. I also had a
broken grease seal on the drag link so I ordered a new pair from
Corvette Central.
I used this opportunity to check and adjust the rest of the steering, slid the radiator in place, installed new hoses, filled it with
coolant and attached the hood. A bit of work, but not nearly as
difficult as I’d expected.

Chuck Krause
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2009 NATIONAL CONVENTION
BY GARRY MION
July 17th, several AZ SACC Chapter members
headed out to Ventura, California to attend the
2009 SACC National Convention. It was my first
visit to a national event, and it certainly turned out
to be a memorable time. The Southern California
Chapter hosted the event, and they certainly did a
great job. The location was wonderful, the events
were well planned, and the weather was fantastic!
It was good to meet with members from the various
chapters, and it was certainly a treat to listen to
Dick Guldstrand and Nolan Adams speak (and poke
fun of each other) at the Sunday Dinner. Hope you
enjoy some of the pictures from the event.
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In March we had another tech session, this
time Steven Neel, John Marsh, and John
Randolph each went through various topics.
We had a great turn out from the members,
many driving their Corvettes. It was very nice
of John Randolph to let us use his facility
once again.
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