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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY JOHN RANDOLPH

As I write this I realize that summer is almost here and our
prime driving season is almost at an end. While most of our
members in other parts of the country are looking forward to the
summer ahead and driving their cars, we are reflecting on the
enjoyment we had this spring,
Spring has been a busy season for the Arizona Chapter. We kicked things off
in February with a Valentine Party at the Eastwoods in February which featured one of the hosts as Cupid. This was followed by a drive in February to
the Arizona Biltmore for a fabulous brunch at Wright's. In April, we toured Greg
Winn's gorgeous underground garage in Paradise Valley. This month, Jim Goss
hosted a tech session on temperature sending units and gauges at his garage
in Gilbert. More coverage of these events can be found elsewhere in this
newsletter
We have a potluck barbecue to look forward to at the Medicos' on June 1. The
chapter has no further activities planned for the summer until our annual Movie Night at the Mions' on August 25. In between is the SACC National Convention in Memphis from July 25 to 27. Our members
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If I do not see you before the fall, I hope you have
an enjoyable summer.
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Arizona Chapter
2010Board
President

John Randolph

GET INVOLVED!

president@arizonachaptersacc.com

Vice President
Garry Mion

WE HAVE A NUMBER OF TBD SESSIONS ON OUR
CALENDAR, AND THE BOARD IS CONSTANTLY LOOKING
FOR NEW IDEAS FOR CLUB EVENTS.

garrysacc@gmail.com

Secretary

Garry Eastwood
eastwood1@cox.net

THROUGHOUT

THE YEAR THE CLUB IS LOOKING TO
ALTERNATE BETWEEN TECHNICAL AND SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES.

Treasurer

Greg Medico
treasurer@arizonachaptersacc.com

Webmaster
George Ray

webmaster@arizonachaptersacc.com

IF

YOU HAVE AN IDEA YOU THINK OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE CLUB WOULD BE INTERESTED IN, PLEASE CONTACT A
BOARD MEMBER(SEE PAGE 2) TO DISCUSS IT.

Newsletter Editor
Garry Mion

garrysacc@gmail.com

Tech Advisor
John Marsh

jamarsh59@aol.com

THE

N EXT M OV E I S YO UR S !

SACC National
2010Board
President

Write An Article!

Max Brockhouse, IL
saccmb@hotmail.com

Vice President

Brad Bean, FL
bean0507@cox.net

Secretary

Bruce Fuhrman, CA
bruce4info@aol.com

IF

YOU CAN SEND AN EMAIL, YOU CAN WRITE AN ARTICLE. WRITE AN EMAIL DESCRIBING YOUR STORY, ATTACH
A FEW PICTURES IF YOU HAVE THEM, AND THEN SEND
THEM TO ME AT GARRYSACC@GMAIL.COM.

Need ideas? How about these...

Treasurer

Lucy Badenhoop, CA
badenhoop.lucy@bigfoot.com

Website Editor

Jack Hollada, IL
jhollada@casscom.com

Magazine Editor

Ken Amrick, PA
vette5362@mail.com

Charter Manager
Ken Amrick
vette5362@mail.com

Western Region Rep

HAVE

YOU FIXED YOUR CAR LATELY? TELL THE MEMBERS
WHAT WENT WRONG AND WHAT STEPS YOU TOOK TO CORRECT THE PROBLEM?

HAVE

YOU REPLACED SOMETHING ON YOUR CAR TO MAKE
IT MORE ORIGINAL OR MAKE IT BETTER THAN ORIGINAL?
TELL THE MEMBERS WHAT YOU DID, WHERE WAS THE
WORK DONE, AND WERE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE JOB OR
WOULD YOU DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN.

HAVE

AN INTERESTING STORY ABOUT YOUR CAR? TELL US
HOW YOU GOT IT, WHAT IT TOOK TO GET IT, AND WHAT
HAPPENED ONCE YOU GOT IT.

Richard Block, CA
blockra@aol.com
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2 013 S C HEDULE OF E VEN T S
Date

Activity & Contact Information

February 9th

Valentine Pot Luck Hosted By Char and Garry Eastwood Scottsdale, AZ

March 24th

Brunch at Wright’s at The Arizona Biltmore
Drive and Dine Hosted by John Randolph Phoenix, AZ

April 13th

Corvettes In the Park Car Show Hosted by Garry Mion Chandler, AZ Register Here

April 27th

Winn Car Collection Paradise Valley, AZ

May 11th

Garage Tour and Temperature Sending Unit Tech Session

June 1st

Chapter BBQ Hosted by Jean and Greg Medico Mesa, AZ

July 25-27th

SACC National Convention Memphis Tennessee Details Here

August 10th

Movie Night Hosted by Karen and Garry Mion Tempe, AZ

September 21st

TBD Tech Session

September 28th

Prescott Corvette Car Show

November 2nd

Thorobred Thunder All-Chevy Car Show Hosted by Garry Mion

November 30th

Holiday Weekend Tech Session TBD

December 1st

Holiday Weekend Brunch TBD

Scottsdale, AZ Register Here
Chandler, AZ

The above list of events is subject to change.

Copyright © 2013 Arizona Chapter: Solid Axle Corvette Club

www.arizonachaptersacc.com

Reproduction is prohibited without prior permission

Page 4

Solid Times

V ol um e 5, I s s u e 2

BRUNCH AT WRIGHT’S
BY JOHN RANDOLPH

On Sunday, March 24, 2013 the club
held a brunch at the Arizona Biltmore Hotel. Unlike prior years, the weather was
perfect and we had a large turn out of
solid axles driven to the hotel, all of which
were parked in front of the entrance.
The cars attracted a continuous crowd of
spectators and were well received by the
hotel management.
Twenty-four of our members joined us for
the brunch that was held in Wrights, the
usually intimate restaurant at the east
end of the hotel lobby.
We had a single table
set for us in the very
center of the restaurant. In addition to the
traditional buffet
which featured fresh
shrimp, oysters and
other seafood as well
as a complete salad bar, we were treated to samples of every dish on the hot food menu including crab cakes, eggs
benedict, root beer pancakes, chicken gumbo and
grilled veal, among other entrees. There was truly
something for everyone.
After our meal, we took a moment to relax on the patio before continuing through the grounds for a brief
tour of the hotel property. We looked at the original
structure of the hotel as constructed in the late

1920’s as well as the significant additions made
in the late 70’s and 80’s. The hotel was designed
by Albert Chase McArthur, one of the students of
Frank Lloyd Wright, and is heavily influenced by
Wright’s design philosophy and style.
Mid-afternoon we returned to our cars for a ride
home on a beautiful sunny afternoon.
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WINN CAR COLLECTION
BY GARRY MION
On April 27th, AZ Chapter members were treated to a special invitation to view the car
collection of Greg Winn. AZC Member Tom Berry helped to organize and coordinate this
event with Greg, and we thank him for doing so.
Greg Winn has a unique garage: it is underground, below his house. As you can see from
the pictures it is quite large and is home to a number of restored classics and hot rods.
Members were able to view the cars and spend time talking with Greg about his collection. Also present was
Kenn Carlson, who did the
restoration on some of
the cars, including an early ‘53 Corvette that recently achieved the
NCRS Duntov Mark of Excellence® award.

You can see the smiles on the faces of
those who came to the event, as everyone had a great time looking at the cars
and enjoying the company of Chapter
Members. Huge thanks to Greg Winn
for allowing us this unique opportunity.
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GOSS GARAGE TOUR AND TECH SESSION
BY GARRY MION
AZC member Jim Goss and
his wife Roxanne recently
completed their multi-car
garage addition and invited the AZC members to
come over and see it, as
well as allowing us to hold
a tech session on temperature sending units.
With hot coffee and yummy donuts in hand, members had a chance to look
around and admire Goss’
collection of cars. At about
9am, John Marsh and I began a presentation on temperature sending
units, giving some background on the construction and operation of the temperature
gauge and its interaction with the sender. We
explored reasons for why the gauge may read
incorrectly along with possible solutions to correct the inconsistency. With the help of AZC
member Howard Katz, a future technical article is being prepared that will expand on the

physical construction of the sender, and possible ways to bring an old original unit back to life.

As you can see from the picture on the right, we attempted to recreate the operation of the gauge and
sender as it would exist in your car, using a heat plate
as the heat source to raise the water temperature and
cause the temperature gauge to move. A digital thermometer was employed to show the difference between water temperature and gauge temperature.
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A DEATH DEFYING ACT – WELL DOESN’T “SPEED KILL”?
BY JAY VAN ORDEN
But – we put fear aside and, Blair and I ventured forward to Southwestern International Raceway (S.I.R.)
on that fateful day, 19 January 2013.
Blair in his not so fleet, but all original, ’58 Impala (anti-lope) 348 ci tri-power & power glide tranny, and I
with Bonnie Blue Bel Air, car #59, and her hopped up small block (383 ci stroker) and 700R4.
There on that chilly-windy morning, that turned pleasant, with Ann and her friend Phil we faced damage
and destruction and pending glory.
Yes, pretty show cars, but could they campaign? Four runs were made. In the first “round” with brakes
straining to the limit, the configuring lights flashing, I launched at 2,000 rpms, locked in low gear, the
tires spinning & smoking, I watched Blair in car #58, take the lead, as he cut a reaction time of .053,
nice work BBB (Big Brother Blair), but once I hooked up, I had to look in my rear view mirror to find him!!
Upward went the numbers and fear something would snap. Finally I realized I had passed the ¼ mile
lights and jammed my breaks on at “near” a 100 mph the drums with special Kevlar race linings, enabled me to take the first off exit, there I “waited” for Blair in the east lane for him to retire in the right of
way lane in shame to the ticket shack. But “Wait”, alas, upon focusing on the time slips, BBB won! This
couldn’t be real! But, yes it was. I had been so be wildered with the lights, white, stage 1st & 2nd, three
yellows, green and on the bottom red – whoa Nellie; I am color blind! What’s a “challenged” guy to do?
Red Lined! So we did it again, to the spectators (on their feet) it looked the same, Bonnie waited for the
348 to exit, this time, I didn’t try to cheat the timer and got a 15.807 et @ 92.86 mph…..Back at the pits
the Old hands told me to come out of the hole at 1000 rpms and leave the tranny in “D” --- Jay “D” is for
dummies. That’s me, so the 3rd time, Bonnie improved, with a 15.395 @ 91.76. The 4th & final run I
used D-1 instead of D-2, so it would shift into second without my reaction time to delay things, after
which I had time to shift into 3rd at the top of the torque curve. So with Ann as my co-driver on the 4th
run Bonnie got a 15.176 @ 93.27 mph. This was a heads up race with Phil (driving a 1970 Pontiac 350
LeMans), who had a 14.97 earlier, but luck was with me, his distributor balked at launch, and he, being a
real sport, said congratulations you still won.
The flagman and crew all enjoyed seeing the ’58 & ’59 all dolled up with
white paint, 1950’s style: “owner-driver
Jay Van Order, Savko Special S.S.,
Merle’s Auto Supply, 59, Hanks Garage,
S.I.R., 400 hp, 383 ci, Woychowski racer, S.S., 59, S.I.R. Koerner Engineering
and O’Rielly Chevrolet” (where it sold
new in 1959). The staging chief got a
kick out of my 1950’s abbreviated helmet with strapped on goggles, each
time he motioned me to lower if over
my eyes, as if it were an old time dirt
track, ha, ha.
Well if the whole truth be told, it was
Blair’s courage to turn his show car into
a race car, that motivated me on that
day – we made more “sibling rivalry”.
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“I AM SHOCKED” —ALL RISE—
BY JAY VAN ORDEN

“There’s Gambling here…”said Rick. Well not gambling, but maybe some Tom Foolery, here at the
19th Annual Santa Cruz Valley Car Nuts Tubac
Show.
Big Brother Blair & Junean had been looking forward to this show and they had been working long
and hard, even feverishly restoring and detailing
their 1958 Apache.
My 1959 Apache, “Mildred”, had been four weeks
sitting at Mark’s Western Differential for king pin
work, (remember them?). I never guessed its return would come “just-in-the-nick-of-time”, at the
last hour…just the day before! Blair & Junean
brought it home at 10:30 pm, while Ann & I were
at the Fox Theater taking in the Blues Brothers show. There was no time to clean the dirt off the body,
wheels, chrome or even the glass. So, at this point only if they gave an award for “most unprepared” P
(ee)U(uu) would I win 1st place. If they gave one for rust, I would get a 2nd place, if they gave one for
bad paint, really bad, a 3rd place maybe.
At 6:00 a.m. on the day of the show, Blair called and said to meet him for the drive to Tubac. I scrambled
to load the oil stained 1947 Mustang Motor Cycle in the back of the PU. Then at 6:45 a.m. Junean called
and said Blair’s back went out again, and could not go! I was “shocked”. So with heavy heart Ann, Jody
Girl & I left for the show. So, why am I doing this? I asked myself and pressed on. Oh, “Lonely are the
brave”!
It was a very cold morning, and they made hundreds of cars wait upon arrival until the frost was off the
golf course grass! We thought we were more important! After settling in, visiting around, and seeing all
the cars, and like the other 499 participants I voted and, was still being “bummed out” over BBB’s not
making the show was ready and wanting to go by 1:00 pm, but couldn’t leave until they released us after
the awards presentations. So with NO hope I stood by talking to friends when they interrupted me and
said they are calling your name! I was “shocked”! I danced to the announcer like the Blues Brothers and
offered him a kiss, he declined (good) and instead gave me a trophy!
You’ve heard about telling the truth: Well, there were 500 cars, and I came in 3rd place! Then you’ve
heard about the “whole” truth: well then, I got 3rd place in the Trucks Original class of about 25 trucks.
Now hear this boys ‘n girls, PERSPECTIVE: it’s not the paint, not what’s under the hood (mine was closeddirty engine), not chrome, not rarity, not even being a classic, not the fastest, nor a famous past owner
association, or model that will necessarily get the participants vote. It is (in this case) “Character”, as in
graphics – Geronimo’s mug, yeh! And steer horns on the hood of a very used and abused Ole truck! I
sezz to myself “$600.00 for graphics or $6,000.00 for new paint?”
So, “penny wise and pound foolish”, save your big bucks on a special paint job. All those special & beautiful trucks in the class with perfect paint but two, got nothing. The fully restored 1955 beautiful pick up
next to me, lost!
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“I AM SHOCKED” —ALL RISE—
BY JAY VAN ORDEN
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CONTINUED

So the Apache proceeded back from another raid in Tubac to the Rancheria
with its ill gotten game. But first we had to get past the guard at our new (and
receding) boarder station. The man had a stern Marine Sgt expression, until I
showed my 3rd place passport – then he smiled. As we continued up I19,
each time a show bird looser passed by I flashed my plaque. What Fun! We
drove directly to BBB’s house, wondering how his back pain was and how he
was feeling about his decision not to go.
Junean asked me right away if I had placed. First, I wanted to know how Blair
was doing. Then I over came my “reluctance” and presented the proof of my
success. He was “shocked!” On one hand BBB was the biggest loser, out of
the 500 who signed up. On the other hand, he gets a first place for his spirit,
preparation work and being the best sport and supportive brother – Ever!
A fluke? I don’t think so, if it was, it was the second time around. Mildred got a 3rd place trophy also
sponsored by Serr’s Garage on the course in 2012!

CORVETTES IN THE PARK
BY GARRY MION

It was a beautiful Saturday in
April and several AZC members
showed up with the Solid Axles
to participate in an all-Corvette
car show in Downtown Chandler.
There were 77 Corvettes in attendance, with 11 of those being solid axles. Thanks to all
those chapters members who
showed up and supported this
charity event.
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