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SOLID TIMES
President’s Message

NEWSLETTER

With Fall finally here and the 100+ degree temperatures finally giving way to more comfortable
driving climate, all of us are looking forward to getting our solid axle Corvettes back on the road.
We have already held a couple of successful Chapter events. If you did not have the opportunity to
participate, we look forward to seeing you soon.
On Sunday, August 26, we returned to the original 300 Bowl on Bethany Home Road for a cool
afternoon of indoor bowling. (See photos in side this issue.) This has been so much fun that it has
become a traditional hot-summer event for the Chapter. After bowling, we headed to the original
Hamburgerworks in the historic Encanto Village Shopping Plaza with Chuck Krause joining us for
dinner. And oh by the way, it seems as though half of the Phoenix Police Department join us too.
On September 15, we travelled to Garry Mion’s new home in East Gilbert for a fiberglass tech
session. Garry has spent countless hours repairing and restoring the fiberglass on his 1960
Corvette. I don’t think there is any aspect of fiberglass repair and restoration that Garry was not
faced with during this daunting project. His discussion of the work he had completed on his car
was most informative. We look forward to seeing the once red ’60 in its original Horizon Blue
color after Garry completes the painting process. Plenty of photographs included in the following
pages.
We have several events coming up. First we have a drive and dine to Phil’s Filling Station in
Fountain Hills on Sunday, October 21. On Saturday, October 27, we will participate in the CCA
All-Chevy Show in Chandler. Remember to save the date for our annual Christmas Party at
Phoenix Country Club on December 16. We also plan to have an additional tech session this
fall. More information on that will be forthcoming from our Tech Chairman, John Marsh.
Our Chapter elections are right around the corner. Many of us have served on the Board for a long
time, some of us since the club was founded in 2006 and those of us who have would welcome
some new faces to help us run the Chapter. If you cannot take the time to serve on the board, but
can help us stage an event or assist us in another way, we would also be most appreciative of your
support. If everyone will do a little, no one has to do a lot.
Finally, we lost one of our long time members earlier this month. Bruce Hanson who was the long
time General Manager for Lou Grubb Chevrolet and with his son, Scott, the owner of a 1960
Corvette passed away on August 26, 2018. He will long be remembered for the kindness he
extended to all he met.
John Randolph, , President, Arizona Chapter, Solid Axle Corvette Club
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Gather ‘round boys, as I have a story to tell! Unfolding in other pages is Garry
Mion’s continuing 8-year saga
Guess D’Alessandro has never seen a
1960 front clip before.

Wake up David !
hand.

Notice, no coffee in
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Sure they look the same, almost, just try and have them work!
I believe I know at least three individuals who will be the first to tell
you that to glue the three components together, takes some planning
and muscle. Then figure on a few hours or days of sanding.
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The hidden proof that the car was originally blue.

The new front clip components arrived
with much thicker material. Lots of
grinding.
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This is a PUBLIC SERVICE announcement requested by Russ Beyer. He is looking for 50 cars.
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Bowling, Anyone?
As John mentioned in his message, we once again met to knock down some pins. While a
few of us decided not to injure ourselves to provide some much needed crowd support, the
balance did their best to break some wood. Below is some proof and while no one seemed
to be declared “King of the Pins”, (it could have been “Queen of the Pins”), it appears that
our own President, Mr. Randolph, at least in one game managed a score of 162. Been
wondering what he has been doing with his time.

John’s perfect
roll technique.

The “Cheering section” , some not paying any attention.
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Las Vegas or BUST with the help of my friends.
THE CHALLENGE
My New Year’s resolution was to participate in our May Regional Meet and then on to Las
Vegas for the National. My car has been judged before, but that was 10 years ago. I knew it
would take many hours and more than a few dollars to prepare for the Regional but I believed
this was a great opportunity to move my car to the next level.
THE PROBLEM
The results from the Regional were disappointing at best, a Second Flight with a score of 92.5.
Now I was backed into a corner; how could I get my ’57 to Top Flight standards in two months
and still take the vacation to Mexico I had promised Karen?
THE PLAN
I solicited a number of great Chapter friends who understood my dilemma and offered their
wisdom on how I could improve the car in such a short time with limited resources. Garry
Eastwood came to my home, looked at my scoring sheets and evaluated what was doable in
the limited time frame; together we put together a plan of action for the car. Garry was very
instrumental in the process, passing on his depth of knowledge and experience. He must have
been tired of my phone calls, emails and knocks on his garage door to inspect “just one more
time” his ’57, “Sparky”.
THE DETAIL
I love my old lacquer paint job that was applied in ’78, it still looks great even after all these
years, but the Regional Judges thought otherwise. After consultation with John Marsh, a plan
to dull the trunk and door jams was developed. Mike Mileskiewicz came to my aid and helped
evaluate how the process was working; together we created a look that mirrored the factory
without giving up the external beauty of the lacquer paint.
When my car was restored in the late ’70’s the parts used were OEM, I did not want to
purchase aftermarket parts, most of which the Judges will discount with point reductions
anyway. Dale and Marilyn Lillard had some good original ’57 parts left from the mechanical
and chassis updating to Marilyn’s car. I left Dale’s garage late one night with boxes full of
original pieces, some of which would now be transferred to my car.
I searched our local NCRS & SACC rosters calling every ’57 owner. Bruce Anson, Mike
Wagman, Ron Burk, Mike Grammomd, Dave Yeskey, Brian Volk, Scott Dames, Allen
Coutchier and others outside our Chapter received calls in my search for original parts. I’m
sure there are others, I just do not remember. One interesting story, I discovered that my
starter/solenoid was not being reliable. On a Sunday morning I was scouring the Internet for a
new starter and I found Ron Burke. Ron was not on my roster but I found him online. I called
him that Sunday morning and by 1:00 that afternoon I had a new starter and solenoid.
The car was now almost ready for the National but I had not figured out how I would get the car
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to Vegas. I have an old reliable enclosed trailer but was reluctant to hook it up to my wife’s
new Audi SUV. I called Bruce Hanson (not to be confused with Bruce Anson) who has a great
deal of experience towing his Cord back and forth to the ACD meets in Auburn, IN. Bruce was
a wonderful asset in helping solve my towing problems, which ended with a rental of a F-350
from Enterprise. As a side note, my good friend Bruce passed away on 8/25, expect to see his
son Todd with their ’59 at future events.
THE RESULT
Were the time, money and frustration worth the outside chance that I could convert a Second
Flight at Region to a Top Flight at National in two months? The car scored a 95.8 and a Top
Flight Award; mission accomplished! Thank you to all the wonderful Chapter members who
helped me accomplish this goal. Ed Winkler.

Notice our own member, 300-point Master Judge, Garry Eastwood, giving Ed’s
car the once over.
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A renewed call for input. AGAIN

So, been on a car trip, been to an event
that you want to share with fellow
members,
have a great vendor/supplier we might need
to
know
about? All this contributes to helping each
other enjoy the cars we grew up with admiring and drooling over
before we had enough time, money and desire to finally put one
in the garage.
Just wanted to add, this is not my newsletter, it’s supposed to
be all of ours but I need some input. My goal is at least a
quarterly newsletter, so if everyone will do a little, no one will
have to do a lot.
Send me your input and look for it in future issues. Pdalessandro9@gmail.com

Phil

Thanks to Newt Johnson for the photographs from Garry Mion’s tech session and
the great article from Ed Winkler.

Just another reminder to visit the Chapter Website to see what a great job
George Ray is doing and to order some of the new clothing available.

PAGE 8

Arizona chapter of Solid Axle Corvette Club

Q3 2018

Solid Axle Corvette Club

The Solid Axle Corvette Club is for enthusiasts
who drive and show America’s first sports car, our
beloved C Numero Uno. The Solid Axle Corvette Club
invites you to share our enthusiasm and dedication to
the Solid Axle Corvette, and to enjoy the fellowship
of our members.
SACC are the initials of the Solid Axle Corvette
Club. So, just what is a solid axle Corvette? The
rear axle housing on all 1953 to 1962 Corvettes was
a one-piece shell. The rear differential (rear gears)
and the axles were mounted with this rear axle
housing.
Beginning with the 1963 model year, Corvettes
had an independent rear suspension (IRS), forever
changing the ride characteristics of a Corvette. Each
rear wheel reacts independently to the road surface,
and has earned the nickname “rubber axle” The Solid
Axle Corvette Club (SACC) is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the preservation, care,
history and enjoyment of the 1953 to 1962 Corvette.
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Treasurer & Director: Oren Volk
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Director at Large: Doug Brown
dougbrown@architekton.com
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